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UNION MEETING
  Wednesday, August 26th at 6 p.m.
RETIREES BREAKFAST

Aug. 18th – 10 a.m.

At CJ’s 

Red Cross Blood Drive

Aug 22nd
The semi-annual building trades blood drive will be held at our hall this year.  The drive starts at 7 am and runs through 11 am.  If you can donate blood or help with the drive, please call the hall.  (827-4868)  We are still looking for donors! 
Also, walk-ins are encouraged.
APPRENTICES – CHECK UNDER THE BNJATC NEWS FOR SCHOOL INFORMATION!
LABOR DAY – Sept. 7th.

T-shirts – If you want a Labor Day t-shirt, call the hall.  We are ordering shirts now. $10 deposit. Actual cost to be determined.
We also need volunteers for the picnic.  The apprentices are in charge so please call Renee if you can help.   829-9819

Friday, Sept. 18th – Texas Holdem Nite at the hall.  6.45 p.m. Members only event.
BUSINESS MANAGER’S MINUTE
In July, work became available for many of our Journeymen Wiremen.  The Out of Work Book dropped from around 30 to about 15.  Short calls also helped the situation.  Currently, we have 12 JWs on Book I, but most of them are working short calls at this time.  We are expecting some lay offs, but are hoping that with some school work and other projects, the book will rotate and no one will be off for an extended period.  
We still need members to call the office when you see out-of-town electrical contractors working in our jurisdiction.  We will follow up on all calls.

There will be a training class for stewards on Thursday, Sept. 17th from 2 – 8 at our hall.  The training is being presented by IBEW Local 51, but if you are interested in this training, call the office.

Residential work continues to be slow.  We have two wiremen off.  SCIT has picked up.  There is one installer on the Book.

Ralph Schrafnagl and Jeff Pisell both continue to improve at home.  However, it will be some time before they return to work.  Anyone wanting the addresses for these members may call the hall.

Fraternally,

                    Lance Reece

                    Business Manager
************************************************ 
The new referral procedures are in place.   You may pick up a copy of the referral procedures at the hall.  The referral procedure is posted on our website.      www.ibew197.org
ANNUAL GOLF OUTING

Saturday, July 25th
The Local’s annual golf outing was held on July 25th.   This year we had 20 teams play and the trophy was won by our Local team of Jack Roberts, Robin Roberts, Shawn Dehaven and Bob Williams.  Larry Mathis won the IBEW golf bag that we raffled and Don Armstrong won closest to the pin prize. 

Also, thanks to Dan Uhlir, Walt Kraft, and Donna Roberts who helped get the golf bags ready for the outing.

             Charity Garage Sale at the hall
The charity garage sale held at the hall brought in $600 for the Leukemia Lymphoma Society.  Thank you to all members who brought in items for the sale and everyone who helped.  Mike Raikes organized this event.
CHAMPAIGN SOFTBALL TOURNAMENT
Congratulations to the Local’s softball team who  placed 4th out of 16 teams at  the Champaign tournament.  Steve Rousey has done a great job as the team manager.  
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Lyle Gardner
The Local extends its condolences to the family of retired member, Lyle Gardner, who passed away on August 6th  at the age of 70.  Lyle retired from the trade in 1999.  He is survived by his wife, Carol, and two children.
 Misc. INFO.

Check the Local’s website.  www.ibew197.org.
We have started posting businesses in town which have chosen not to use IBEW contractors for their projects.  List currently includes:
       Walmart – W. Market Street

        Fresh Market

        State Farm office of Rick McLean
Members who are laid off can apply for benefits directly on the Internet 24 hours a day, seven days a week at www.ides.state.il.us.

KEEP THE LOCAL INFORMED ABOUT ADDRESS CHANGES AND CONTACT PHONE NUMBERS. CHANGES THAT AFFECT YOUR BENEFITS MUST BE REPORTED ALSO.  (Marriages, Divorces, Births, Deaths etc.)  We keep beneficiary change cards at the hall.  

-------------------------------------------------------------

  ERTS REMINDER – If you are working out of our jurisdiction, make sure that you are on ERTS so that your benefits will go back to our home funds.  
                     BNJATC NEWS
Book Pick-up is August 31, 2009 from 3-5 pm at our Training Center.

All School Meeting is August 31, 2009 at 5 pm/Training Center Workshop.

First Night of Class is Thursday, September 10th.  All classes will be on Tuesdays and Thursdays this school year.
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