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UNION MEETING
  Wednesday, July 22nd at 6 p.m.

ANNUAL GOLF OUTING
Saturday, July 25th
Need to be at Fairlakes by 7:30.  Start is 8 a.m.!   If you signed up to play, you need to come to the hall and pay.  $65 includes golf cart, fees and meal.  Make sure that you have your team ready to go.
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PICKET
We  currently  have  job action  going on  at the

Fresh Market Grocery Store next to Dick’s Sporting Goods in Normal.  We have invoked the picket roster and for the most part, people have been taking their turn or paying an unemployed member to take their turn for them.  However, we do have some members who will not return phone calls.  If a member chooses not to respond to the hall’s phone calls, per the picket resolution, the member will be called before the Executive Board and they can be fined one day’s wages.  We are trying to secure work for our members and we would hope that our members would take pride in helping us by taking their turn on the pickets and anything that is asked by the hall to make sure that IBEW Local 197 is doing most of the electrical work in our jurisdiction.
BUSINESS MANAGER’S MINUTE
Welcome to the first edition of the Local’s newsletter produced electronically! This is a huge jump from the ordinary, but, I believe, that this is a step in the right direction.

You can look forward to seeing this newsletter once a month now instead of Quarterly. We will endeavor to have this available on the third Tuesday of each month. The system in place will E-mail you when the newsletter is published if the Local has your current E-mail address. If you are not sure whether or not the Local has your current address, the easiest way to handle this is to log on to ibew197.org and sign up for the Newsletter.

There will be “hard copies” at the counter in the Hall for those who do not wish to receive the newsletter electronically. Additionally, any of the retirees who wish to continue to receive the letter via the postal service merely need to let us know.

This format will produce savings for the Hall in resources, as well as postage, and hopefully keep the members better informed on a regular basis. This will not, however, have all the information included in it because of the regular day to day events which happen. The Union meeting will still be the best, most complete, source of information for the members.

 That all being said, the work situation looks to pick-up in the near future with Unit 5, ISU, Uptown Normal, State Farm and many small commercial projects. I am very aware that it has been a long dry spell and everyone is ready for the work to break. I believe that once we get going we will be fine for awhile.

(continued on page 2)

Business Manager’s Minute (cont. from page 1.

I am asking that every member please be aware that any actions on the job, which are contrary to the Agreement could have ongoing repercussions. If a member or members establishes a practice which can be used to determine “past practice” it could ultimately work against the entire Local in an adverse manner. So please think about what your doing before going forward, or call the Hall and get some guidance before proceeding.  

Everyone has been great about calling in any contractors that weren’t familiar they have seen and had any questions about. Please, keep up the good work! I have always said that I’d rather get 100 calls about something the Hall knew about than miss one call that we didn’t know anything about. So do not hesitate to call about anything.

I hope you enjoy the new format and if you have any comments or suggestions please let us know.

As always my door is always open. Don’t be shy about coming in, or calling, and talking to me if you feel the need. The Local is here for you and your family.

And finally, please let the Hall know of any changes of address, phone numbers, marital status, or anything else which may affect your benefit packages, etc. This allows us to insure that you are receiving all of the Benefits available for you and your family.

Fraternally,

Lance

************************************************ 
The new referral procedures are in place.   You may pick up a copy of the referral procedures at the hall.  There will also be copies available at the July union meeting. The referral procedure is also  posted on our website.      www.ibew197.org
Currently we have unemployed members as shown.


Book I – 14,
Book II - 152

Residential Book - 2

SCIT - 2 
 Employee Free Choice Act
The Employee Free Choice Act is still a hot topic on the national political scene.  Word has just come that some of our Labor Friendly Senators have decided to drop the so-called card check provision of the act so they can get the 60 filibuster-proof votes needed to get the bill past.  In exchange or dropping the card-check provision, the senators are asking for shorter unionization campaigns and faster elections.

                                           Rich Veitengruber                                    
UPCOMING EVENTS & DATES

Wed., July  22, Union Meeting 6 pm.

Sat., July 25th – Annual Golf Outing at Fairlakes   

Sat., Aug. 1st – Charity Garage Sale at the hall
Members may bring in items for the sale.  Items need to be at the hall before Friday, July 31st.  A committee will sort and price items.  All proceeds will go to Lukemia Lymphoma organization.  Any items that are not sold will be donated to charity.  If you want to help with this, call the hall or Mike Raikes. 

Aug. 8 & 9 – IBEW 601 Tournament at Champaign. 

Sat., Aug. 22nd – Blood drive at our hall

There is a sign up sheet at the hall.  As usual, we need donors and volunteers to help at the drive.  Please call and get an appointment to donate blood or help at the drive.
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Congratulations to the Local’s softball team who brought home the “Good Sportsman Trophy” from the IBEW tournament recently held in Chicago.  The Local will have this traveling trophy for a year in our trophy case at the hall.  
Sandy Robertson

The Local extends its condolences to the family of Sandy Robertson who passed away in his sleep on July 13th.  Sandy’s wife, Destiny, survives.

There is a card at the Union hall for the family.  In lieu of flowers, the family asked that a donation in Sandy’s memory be made to the Sheltie dog rescue mission.   The address is:

Central Illinois Sheltie Rescue

21135 East 1750 North Road

Towanda, IL  61776 

CLINTON POWER HOUSE

CONSTRUCTION REUNION

September 12, 2009

Elks Club

Clinton, IL

The reunion plans include a display of photos and slides from the construction era with activities to help everyone get better acquainted.  This event is scheduled to run from early afternoon to midnight.  

To cover costs, there will be a nominal fee of $15/person.  There will be 2 bands and a caterer at the reunion.

Anyone interested or having questions should contact Harold Treichler at:

 cpsconstructionreunion@yahoo.com.

Misc. INFO.

Check the Local’s website.  www.ibew197.org.
We have started posting businesses in town which have chosen not to use IBEW contractors for their projects.

Members who are laid off can apply for benefits directly on the Internet 24 hours a day, seven days a week at www.ides.state.il.us.

KEEP THE LOCAL INFORMED ABOUT ADDRESS CHANGES AND CONTACT PHONE NUMBERS. CHANGES THAT AFFECT YOUR BENEFITS MUST BE REPORTED ALSO.  (Marriages, Divorces, Births, Deaths etc.)  We keep beneficiary change cards at the hall.  

-------------------------------------------------------------

  ERTS REMINDER – If you are working out of our jurisdiction, make sure that you are on ERTS so that your benefits will go back to our home funds.  
                     BNJATC NEWS
Welcome to the new commercial apprentices
     1st yr.  Cody Batty
                 Ahmad Manns
                 Mike Osterbuhr
                 Troy Prescott
    2nd yr.  Clint Johnson
                Mike Russell

                Josh Scaggs

    3rd yr.  Matt Mulford (upgrade)

Book Pick-up is August 31, 2009 from 3-5 pm at our Training Center.

All School Meeting is August 31, 2009 at 5 pm/Training Center Workshop.

First Night of Class is Thursday, September 10th.  All classes will be on Tuesdays and Thursdays this school year.

LABOR DAY PICNIC

Labor Day volunteers are needed.  We are looking for someone to volunteer to be the chairman to get the ball rolling and make this the best Labor Day Picnic yet.  

Please contact Renee´ @ 829-9819 to volunteer.
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